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It seems like just yesterday that Search for 

Common Ground began its peacebuilding among 

Kyrgyzstani youth. So recently we were ahead of 

planning, long-time discussions how to manage 

such a big ambitious project, yet exciting and 

promising to young generation in 27 

communities throughout Kyrgyzstan. And now, I 

am excited to share this note describing three 

months of this journey – our activities, 

achievements, and lessons learned. These past 

months we were focused on: 

 * Identification of Canvassing Campaigners aged 

between 14 to 28; 

 * Building and maintaining cooperation with 

representatives from Government, local and 

International non-governmental organizations; 

* Delivering skills and knowledge to 162 

Canvassing campaigners on Youth Mapping.  

This newsletter will share glimpses of the 

project's experiences on each part of those 

destinations we reached.  

 In addition, on page 2 you can learn more from 

our Summer Intern Desiree Istrati who joined us 

in Osh and Bishkek from far away Washington 

D.C., USA. On page 3 we are excited to share

quotes from youth and tell you about these 162 

youths in numbers. Youth Mapping trainings 

brought together all of the youth for reflection 

about current challenges they face in their daily 

life. Page 4 tells about events that brought all of 

the diverse groups of youth to common ground 

due to the religious holiday. Take your time and 

enjoy reading these brief insights from JashStan. 

For any questions or suggestions, I am happy to 

hear from you at akarimova@sfcg.org. 

State Agency on Youth 
Affairs, Sports and 
Physical Culture 



My time in Kyrgyzstan working with Search For 

Common Ground has been an enriching and 

invaluable experience. I have been able to speak 

to young adults all over Kyrgyzstan and listen to 

their concerns and grievances. The youth have 

shared with me their frustrations with the 

corruption in the country, the lack of opportunity 

and the hopelessness they feel after finishing 

school. 

However, this is not all the youth I have come 

across. I have met with young adults who want 

change, who want to do more for their country 

and their people. These leadership workshops 

allow the youth to voice their thoughts and shed 

light on the problems in their community. They 

are excited to work for something greater than 

themselves and to be the generation that will 

transform the mentality of Kyrgyzstan. 

The youth are rising up, driven and eager to 

learn. 

I am writing stories about 14 young men and 

women that I have interviewed while being here 

in Kyrgyzstan and will be sharing their stories 

soon! Stay tuned to learn more from the youth 

themselves.
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State Agency on Youth Affairs, Sports, and Physical 
Culture, State Agency on Municupal Self-Governance and 
Inter-Ethnic Relations, The Ministry of Internal 
Affairs were among the first the project reached out for 
cooperation. They were very supportive in 
identifying local youth by leading meetings in 27 target 
communities.  

In addition, in April SFCG initiated the coordination 
meeting with local and International NGOs working in the 
field of CVE among Kyrgyzstani youth. 
Numerous organizations supported the idea of running 
such meetings quarterly in Bishkek and monthly in Osh.  

Impressions 
by Desiree Istrati, Summer Intern

Setting up partnerships

Young lady in Aravan at the project meeting
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Desiree Istrati shares her impressions about local youth live on Komuz TV

162 promising youth
More than 10,000 km were traversed to meet with 
about 1000 young people in 27 target communities 
over the course of two months. The project team 
met young people that return home after school, do 
chores at home, work in the fields, play football in 
the yard, and study at madrassas. As a result of 
these meetings, 162 were selected due to the 
following criteria: 
* age between 14 to 28 years old; 
* place of residence - 27 target communities; 
* have no prior experience participating in activities 
of NGOs; 
* recommendations coming from peers, community 
representatives. 

It was not easy to select only 162 out of all the 
young people we were excited to meet. All of them 
are full of hopes and are willing to contribute to 
peacebbuilding processes in their communities.  
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If my house and all my property would be on wheels, 
I would have ridden away from here

I want more 
freedom, 

I want to be 
independent 
25-year-old woman tiring of the 

way girls are restricted by 
society

Once that law came out last 
year, we were happy to the 
moon  

16 years old girls about the law banning "nike" 
(an act of blessing for marriage, delivered by 

religious leaders) to underaged couples 

The project's core 

Girls 

40%

Boys 

60%

Uzbek 
35%

Kyrgyz 
65%

14 - 17 
37%

18 - 23 
43%

23 - 28 
20%

A 27-year-old man desperate about discrimination  
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Once the project accepted 162 Canvassing Campaigners on board, they were set for trainings held in Bishkek, 
Karakol, Osh and Jalal-Abad. During three intensive days, youth grasped the skills and knowledge on how to identify 
the dividing issues, and opportunities for common ground brings together communities. Along with that, they 
learned how to analyze the key influencers among their peers that have the potential to contribute to solving those 
issues alongside the Canvassing Campaigners.  

For almost all participants, the training was quite a new event in their lives. Most of them had never learned how to 
analyze conflicts and consider solutions critically. During the trainings, they excitedly discovered every topic and 
were discussing with each other even during the breaks. They were engaged to the process of learning, sharing 
their perceptions and ideas. 

The turnout of youth was diverse by age, gender and ethnicity. Participants were raising problems of ethnic 
tensions between Kyrgyz and Uzbeks, tendencies of confrontation between youth from neighboring villages, 
rackets in high schools, and youth leaving for war zones to join prohibited terrorist groups such as ISIS. They were 
passionate at discussions and stayed engaged until late evening every day of training. 

After the training, participants from each of the 4 trainings were offered to watch a movie, "Freedom Writers," 
recommended by the project team for youth searching for more answers to the question, "Why peace matters?". "It 
looks like our problems are nothing comparing to what they have encountered!", - said a young man from Iskra 
community in Chui oblast about the movie.  

Youth Mapping Trainings   

\

Participants learn conflicts by playing a game Debates around defining key influencers during the training
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State Agency on Youth 
Affairs, Sports and 
Physical Culture 

JashStan project is being implemented by 
Search for Common Ground in partnership 
with State Agency on Youth Affairs, Sports and 
Physical Culture of Kyrgyz Republic and with 
the support of United Nations Peacebuilding 
Fund 

Parents of underage participants visited their 
children during the Orozo Eid reception. 
During the event, they learned more about 
project's mission, activities and the role of 
their sons and daughters. Since the majority 
of participants were taking a part in such 
events for their first time, they were excited 
to show parents their new friends and their 
hotel rooms. "I saw such big youth events on 
foreign TV channels. I envied their youth had 
such opportunity. This event is even better. 
So many diverse and smart youth", - the 
mother of 17-year-old participant from Osh. 

The days of youth mapping training in Osh coincided with the Muslim holiday Orozo Eid. After 29 days of fasting, 
people celebrated the termination by holding ceremonial prayer in the central square. The training in Osh 
differed from other 3 cities by the celebration program of Orozo Eid, that also impacted the high turnout. 20 
Canvassing campaigners joined 15,000 men who came early in the morning to pray. After the training, the 
project delivered a reception dinner for participants, partners, trainers, their teachers and parents. They were 
invited for the special occasion that brought all of them together and highlighted the sense of unity and peace.   

... and yet more to come. Stay 
tuned! 
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Bridging Occasions


