
S E A R C H F O R CO M M O N G R O U N D

CHALLENGES

1.      Long-term violent conflict has created widespread fear and 
animosity between different groups in society

2.      Lack of education or employment opportunities, in particular 
for young women and girls, makes them more susceptible to 
manipulation to engage in violence

3.      Exclusion from local decision-making and the political process 
makes young people more likely to approve of and engage in 
political violence

4.      Marginalization and discrimination against young women 
diminishes the major role they can play in creating a lasting 
peace

5.      Lack of coordination and collaboration between youth actors 
reduces the potential impact they can have in peacebuilding

OPPORTUNITIES

1.      In many areas, numerous young people and youth associations 
are very active in working to better their society

2.      Young people have a creative and visionary outlook and can 
imagine a future where change is possible, as well as the desire, 
will and energy to strive to make that change a reality

3.      Young people are able to mobilize and influence one another, 
and thereby play an influential role in society

4.      Young women are viewed as particularly committed to finding 
non-violent resolutions to conflict, and therefore play an 
important role as educators and as a voice supporting peace

5.      As an influential sector in society, young people can place 
themselves at the nexus between governance, business and 
social work, and thereby harness and link these domains to 
build peace

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is a youthful country – 65% of the population is under 
the age of 25. These young citizens grow up in a context of conflict, where they are often seen as 
agitators or victims. However, most young people in the country do not engage in violence, but 
rather lead peaceful lives that provide the best hope for transforming conflict. In consultation 
with dozens of youth actors across the DRC, SFCG has identified 5 key challenges and 
opportunities regarding peacebuilding that face young people:
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For more information, please 
consult our full youth strategy, 
which is available on our website at: 
www.sfcg.org



S E A R C H F O R CO M M O N G R O U N D

Inspired by the Guiding Principles on Young People’s 

Participation in Peacebuilding1, SFCG engages in youth 

peacebuilding with the overriding theory of change that if we can 

shape the role of young people in conflict contexts so that they 

contribute to peace, then they can shape the dynamics of the 

whole conflict.  SFCG will therefore address the challenges and 

build on the opportunities listed above in three primary ways: 

On the one hand for example, SFCG has developed a pilot 

program called “Unite to Build Peace”, that brings together youth 

actors in Goma to design and implement their own 

peacebuilding initiatives. In the Ruzizi Plain, we will begin 

working with local partners to put in place a cultural center 

where young people from different communities can come 

together and explore alternatives to violence and division. On 

the other hand, SFCG mainstreams our youth approach via 

monitoring and evaluation of the impact of all of our programs 

on youth, integrating lessons learned in working with youth into 

our existing programming, and developing new projects that 

build on previous experiences and draw from this strategy. 

Furthermore, SFCG promotes a community practice by 

supporting youth-led research on youth peacebuilding and then 

publishing the results so that youth actors can draw lessons and 

develop responses; and also by creating links between different 

youth actors via networks of youth actors.

developing stand-alone projects 
to address a specific youth issue;

develop a community of learning and 
practice among youth-led and 
youth-focused actors to come together to 
collectively improve practice and policy.

mainstreaming our youth 
approach throughout our country 
program to address these issues; 

One of the main initiatives that SFCG plans to develop is to 

provide support for a country-wide network of youth cultural 

centers. Young people across the country have expressed a 

desire for these cultural centers, seeing that they can provide 

young people with a space to come together and develop their 

ideas, share their experiences, combine their efforts, and 

coordinate their activities. They will also allow young people 

who have grown up in conflict to socialize together, at times 

across dividing lines, and to find a passion and a place in 

society, as an alternative to violence.

 1.  https://www.sfcg.org/guidingprinciples/


