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Radio Programming to Support Participative, Transparent and Credible elections
Since 2001, SFCG has employed a field-based team in Guinea, which has developed strategic partnerships with representatives from the Ministries of Information and Communication, Radio Rural Guinée (RRG) radio stations, and civil society groups. SFCG in Guinea launched a radio studio, Talking Drum Studio (TDS), in Conakry in late 2005, modeled after SFCG’s Talking Drum Studios.
In October 2008, SFCG initiated a project, with funding from USAID, to ensure Guinea’s legislative elections are held in a credible, participatory and transparent manner. In order to accomplish the goal, the project sought to enhance radio participation in the electoral process by educating citizens and monitoring the process. As local context dynamics shifted, however, the project was revised to target the presidential elections at the end of 2010. This required slight redirection of project activities. The evaluation found SFCG met or exceeded each of its output targets:
· 555 roundtable discussions were produced and broadcast by 37 radio stations;
· 252 interactive programs were produced and broadcast by 37 radio stations;

· 112 journalists were trained in election monitoring; and,

· A network of 16 independent radio stations was formed with 83 journalists deployed to monitoring field reporting of electoral results.
The evaluation utilized a mixed methodology, employing both qualitative and quantitative methods including focus groups, in-depth interviews and surveys. 
radio facilitates Enormous reach 
SFCG produced a variety of radio programmes for this project, including roundtable discussions and interactive radio shows on issues pertinent to the 2010 presidential election, and jingle messages and spots promoting specific Common Ground issues, concepts or perspectives. Focus groups, surveys and interviews with participants confirm that the activities were well appreciated by recipients, and many suggested that the project did at least one of the following: prevented violence, encouraged participation and acceptance of electoral results, or met civic education needs. 

SFCG’s project activities were found to have been exposed to an overwhelming 96% of respondents. Furthermore, nearly 60% of respondents were exposed to at least two programmes. The evaluation estimates that nearly 3.22 million Guineans of political age were reached by this project. 
concern for legislative and local elections
Interviews with key actors found that across government and civil society found people are concerned about the legislative and local elections. It was explained that the voting system will be more confusing for local and parliamentary elections because the voting procedures are more complex and few people understand the role of Members of Parliament. Furthermore, local officials have greater influence over people’s lives, which may incite and/or exacerbate socio-political and ethnic divisions. The ethnic and regional discourse which emerged during the presidential election is expected to be harder to moderate in local elections, and the greater number of potential candidates runs a greater risk of extremist candidates.

Media and governance
The media sector in Guinea is growing rapidly, but without the financial capacity or skill base to meet the challenges it is and will face. There is thus an urgent need for capacity building in both private media and rural radio. The “Radio Programming to Support Participative, Transparent and Credible Elections” project is seen as making good headway into this deficiency, but more needs to be done, particularly around issues of civic education and further development of media professionals’ understanding of their role in society. 
Recommendations

1. Encourage media to consider their roles and responsibilities in broadcasting political advertising and communiqués; 
2. Reinforce the production of spots in local dialects and, if possible, develop separate messages for rural and urban audiences; and,
3. Reinforce the training of journalists and media strengthening initiatives across the board. 

Source: This document is a summary of, and taken directly from “Radio Programming to Support Participative, Transparent and Credible Elections.” A copy of this document can be acquired at http://www.sfcg.org/sfcg/evaluations/guinea.html, or by contacting Nick Oatley, Director Institutional Learning at Search for Common Ground at noatley@sfcg.org
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