Co-existence
Kol Ha’ir, June 18

With all due respect to the big festivals, which try mainly to help us forget the fact that we live at the center of a bloody and violent conflict, there are festivals that strive to actually try and deal with the situation with the use of cultural tools. Such is the mini-film festival Common Ground, which is to be held for the first time at YMCA this week. The festival is organized by the international organization Search For Common Ground, that runs various programs at conflict spots throughout the world in an attempt to help resolve conflicts with non-violent means. The special thing about this festival is that it addresses both the Palestinian and the Jewish population all at once. The films that are going to be shown document conflicts in different parts of the world, and will be followed by discussions with their creators. The opening night will include a festive dinner and a performance by the Sabrin band from East Jerusalem, currently one of the best Palestinian musical bands in existence. The joint viewing, organizers hope, will put the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in a new perspective. Another important difference between this festival and the more established ones is the admission fee: NIS 15 for a single ticket and NIS 40 for the whole festival (Niv Hakhlili)

- YMCA, 26 King David St., Tuesday-Friday.

