Solving conflicts through film

Films about conflict areas will be shown in Jerusalem to an Israeli and Palestinian audience at a “Common Ground” event
Goel Pinto, Haaretz, June 21

The Common Ground event will open at Jerusalem’s YMCA tomorrow. Films will be shown to an Israeli and Palestinian audience presenting solutions to conflicts in other parts of the world (Ireland, Rwanda, Vietnam and others). The event is sponsored by the governments of the U.S. and Netherlands and the French community in Belgium and will last until Friday.

It is the festival’s fourth year and the first time it is being held in Israel. In the last three years the festival visited India and Indonesia and is currently running in New York.

The opening event will include the film “Mr. Ibrahim and the flowers of the Koran,” directed by François Dupeyron and starring Omar Sharif, which has already been screened in Israel, and portrays a friendship between an old Moslem man and a young Jewish boy.

Wednesday evening will be devoted to the use of cinematic tools to educate for tolerance and conflict resolutions. The first part of the evening will show a selection of international animated films that present positive ways of resolving conflicts and the second part will include documentary films produced by the Jerusalem Cinematheque’s youth film workshop. It will be followed by a discussion with the workshop graduates.

On Thursday the film “Kontum Diary: The Journey Home,” directed by Paul Reed, will be shown, presenting the conciliation between the director, who fought in Vietnam, and his former enemy. Later the film “Unexpected Openings: Northern Ireland’s Prisoners,” directed by John Michalczyk, will be shown, about former prisoners in Ireland’s prisons.

On Friday the film “Long Night’s Journey into Day: South Africa’s Search for Truth and Reconciliation,” directed by Frances Reid & Deborah Hoffman will be shown, followed by “In Rwanda We Say… the family that does not speak dies,” describing the genocide of the Tutsi minority in Rwanda.

Tickets for one film are NIS 15. The price for all the films at the festival is NIS 40.

