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Transforming the way the world responds to conflict

MISSION

Founded in 1982, Search for Common Ground (SFCG) is an
international organization dedicated to transforming the way the
world deals with conflict — away from adversarial approaches and
towards cooperative solutions. With 400 staff in 26 countries around
the world, SFCG has succeeded in bringing entrepreneurial skills
and approaches to entrenched conflicts throughout Africa, Asia,
Europe, the Middle East, and the United States. SFCG's mission is to
create safe and sustainable ways for adversaries to find effective,
innovative solutions to their conflicts, based on their mutual
interests. SFCG gives marginalized stakeholders an opportunity to

have their voices heard and to participate in local processes.

APPROACH

SFCG strengthens the capacity of leaders, civil society
organizations, and individuals to build social cohesion, operating
from the conviction that peace is most sustainable when it is owned
by local residents. SFCG employs a wide range of conflict resolution
techniques—that support collaborative approaches to addressing
conflicts and preventing violence—including mediation, shuttle
diplomacy, radio and television production, journalist training, and

community programming rooted in local culture, arts, and sports.

These solution-oriented programs advance effective dialogue
between people and their governments, and at local levels,
reducing tensions, countering negative stereotypes, giving voice to

moderation, and promoting peace.

PROGRAM THEMES

Media as a Force for Change

SFCG works with local partners to produce
radio and TV news, public affairs and dramatic
programs that address local conflicts.

Youth Engagement

SFCG offers young people concrete
alternatives to violence, and pathways to
contribute to building sustainable peace.

Countering Extremism

SFCG focuses on programs that counter
incentives to join extremist groups, particularly
in prisons and poor communities.

Women and Peacebuilding

SFCG works to increase leadership training
for emerging women leaders in media and
community groups and as opinion leaders.

Engaging the Muslim World

Each week, SFCG's Common Ground News
distributes collections of constructive articles
to news outlets and individuals worldwide.
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MEASURABLE IMPACTS: “Pioneering.”
« SFCG original radio programming on the air 2,646 hours per month. - Financial Times (London)
+ 19,051 people trained as mediators and peace builders in 2009.

« THE TEAM (Kenya) ranked as the 7th most popular program in the up group of gIobaI optimists in

Washington insists on finding the best in
mankind, even as the world struggles with

country, with 3 million viewers.

AWARDS RECEIVED: terrorist bombings and civil wars.”
- The Association of Conflict Resolution’s 2009 International Award for - James Morrison,
Leadership The Washington Times

+ U.S. State Department’s 2008 Benjamin Franklin Award for Public

Diplomacy “The voice of hope”
+ The Arab American Institute Foundation’s 2007 Khalil Gibran Spirit of - Ted Koppel,
Humanity Award for Institutional Excellence ABC-TV’s Nightline

» The Skoll Foundation 2006 Social Entrepreneurship Award; John and
Susan Collin Marks .
“Each of us can make the choice to
confront the culture of violence and
contribute to building a culture of peace.”

-Val Dovey,
Peace Educator, South Africa

+ Ashoka Changemaker’s 2006 Award for Innovative On-the Ground

Techniques for Conflict Transformation

We bring people

£ ~ together across racial,
‘ ethnic, gender, religious
A and cultural divides

to address conflicts
nonviolently.
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