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The Shape of the Future Documentary TV Series

First Ever Simulcast on Israeli, Palestinian, and Arab Satellite TV

Broadcasts Begin on Saturday, July 2nd
June 30, 2005, Washington DC

The Shape of the Future, a new documentary series focusing on the most controversial final status issues, is the first TV series to be simultaneously broadcast on Israeli, Palestinian and Arab Satellite TV.   The series portrays on a very human level what an eventual Palestinian-Israeli peace settlement could look like from the perspectives of Israeli and Palestinian citizens.  The emphasis is on the future, not on the past.

In an unprecedented simulcast, the Series will be broadcast on Israel's Channel 8, on the Palestinian Ma'an Network, on the Palestinian Broadcasting Corporation (PBC), and on Abu Dhabi satellite TV.  The half-hour broadcasts will air on consecutive Saturday nights throughout July at 8:30pm.

Dates: July 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd.  

The Series explores the background, and the various positions and options for resolution in each of the disputed final status issues:  Settlements, Refugees, Jerusalem, and Security.

David Broza and Said Murad, two very popular Israeli and Palestinian performers, wrote background music for the series.  The theme song, In My Heart, was released as a music video and was simultaneously released and played on Israeli and Palestinian radio.

"This documentary series examines the fears and aspirations of Israelis and Palestinians in an even-handed way.  It shows how a negotiated agreement could address those fears and do so without threatening the national existence of either side.  Israel and Egypt were able to accomplish this task at Camp David more than 25 years ago and this series supports the belief that Israelis and Palestinians can do the same." - Former President Jimmy Carter

"Above all, The Shape of the Future is balanced.  It shows practical ways to resolve complicated issues that most people in this part of the world don't think can be resolved." - Nart Bouran, Director of the Abu Dhabi TV News Center

"We are happy about this cooperative endeavor and that we could find a way that is acceptable to Israeli, Arab and Palestinian TV stations, to show a documentary which will contribute to more listening and understanding." - Sinai Abt, Executive Director of Channel 8, Israel

Common Ground Productions is the TV and Radio production division of Search for Common Ground, a Washington and Brussels based NGO working around the world to prevent and resolve conflict.  The Series is written and produced by John Marks, President and Founder of Search for Common Ground.

Contact: Susan Koscis, Director of Communications
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