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Contact – Lena Slachmuijlder-Great Lakes Media Coordinator

                 +257 922 412 or email – lenas@lantic.net

Studio Ijambo together with Burundi’s media professionals
Create National Radio Syndicate to Ensure 
Timely, Accurate, and Transparent Coverage of National Referendum
 
 
Burundian media professionals have channeled their energies into the creation of a national network to ensure accurate and professional coverage of the constitutional referendum which began 28th February. 

This Media Synergy, initiated by Studio Ijambo, is composed of five radio stations (Bonesha, Isanganiro, Renaissance, Culture and Nderegakura (Scolaire), as well as the Agence Burundaise de Presse and the Studio Ijambo.

Studio Ijambo is a project of Search For Common Ground, the international conflict resolution organisation. 

The broadcasts are also transmitted via internet through the web streaming of Radio Isanganiro (www.isanganiro.org) to reach out to Burundians around the world. To this end, the five radio stations have agreed to broadcast 16 special news broadcasts during the four days, which will be simultaneously broadcast on all five of these radio stations. Over 50 journalists are stationed throughout the 17 provinces enabling far more comprehensive coverage than any single radio station. These bulletins (in French and Kirundi, each 30 minutes long) are prepared by a team of 15 journalists who have united to create a special joint news team that is coordinating the network of correspondents and preparing the 16 special news editions. 
The 2005 elections in Burundi mark a crucial step towards the peace process in the country and signal the end of the decade–long transition period. In creating the Media Synergy, Burundian media has demonstrated its professionalism and commitment to play a positive and constructive role in following the peace process. 

In preparation for this initiative, Studio Ijambo -SFCG trained one hundred Burundian journalists organised for comprehensive, accurate election coverage. 

The effort has had the support of various resources, including other peace building NGOs working in the region. 
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