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Broad-Spectrum Group Finds Common Ground on Reintegration of Offenders

Report Seen as Possible Blueprint for Cities Nationwide

Philadelphia – Citing an urgent need to reintegrate the 35,000 men and women who will emerge from the Philadelphia Prison System this year into their communities, a remarkably diverse working group released today at Philadelphia’s City Hall a report that calls for a wide range of legal, social, and public-policy measures to reduce recidivism, enhance public safety, and help returning offenders lead responsible, productive lives. The Consensus Group on Reentry and Reintegration of Adjudicated Offenders included the District Attorney, Police Commissioner, former Prison Commissioner, Chief Public Defender, ex-prisoner groups, and a spectrum of religious and community leaders. (Full list is attached.)

The 29 recommendations range from instilling personal responsibility in prisoners while still in jail to lifting some legal and procedural barriers to employment and training of ex-offenders.  Many of the consensus group’s recommendations can be implemented by executive agencies or by non-governmental organizations and do not require legislative action.  Taken as a whole, the report is a comprehensive plan of action that could be adapted by cities nationwide to deal with burgeoning numbers of returning ex-prisoners – 650,00 this year alone – who are ill-equipped and often thwarted in their efforts to support themselves and their families.  (Full report is available at www.sfcg.org.)

The report was welcomed by Philadelphia Mayor John F. Street.  “This far-reaching report, “ he said, “makes clear that we can begin to break the cycle of criminality and incarceration that drain our resources and endanger our citizens.  These recommendations will be an important guide in seeking to solutions to this long-neglected but urgent and growing problem.”  Mayor Street has asked the group to remain together to serve as the City’s Advisory Council on reintegration issues and to seek outside funding for implementation of many of the recommendations.

The Consensus Group was established in March 2002 at the initiative of former Philadelphia Mayor W. Wilson Goode, Sr., who participated in a similar group that last year achieved consensus on a surprisingly comprehensive set of public-policy measures related to President Bush’s Faith-Based Initiative.  The work of both groups was facilitated by the U.S. arm of Search for Common Ground, a Washington-based international conflict-resolution organization.

“Prepared or not, they’re coming back into our communities,” said Dr. Goode, “too often homeless, addicted, unemployable, and with AIDS.  Our recommendations, if implemented, will go a long way toward marshalling governmental and community resources to address these needs, bringing hope to the returnees and increased safety and productivity to the entire community.”  Dr. Goode said he hoped the Consensus Group would be seen as a blueprint for addressing similar problems across the United States, where 650,000 people will be released from prison this year.  “By using a consensus process, all of the key stakeholders were at the table as equals, from high officials to ex-offenders, from law enforcement to defenders.  That’s what makes this report unique and powerful.”     

Members of Philadelphia Consensus Group on Reentry and Reintegration of Adjudicated Offenders

Alan Appel, Deputy Commissioner for Treatment, Philadelphia Prison System

Lynne Abraham, District Attorney, City of Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office

Thomas Costello, Commissioner (Ret.), Philadelphia Prison System

Byron Cotter, Director, Alternative Sentencing Unit, Defender Association of Philadelphia

Linward Crowe, President, Philadelphia Leadership Foundation

John Delaney, Deputy District Attorney, Trial Division, City of Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office

Sharon Dietrich, Managing Attorney, Community Legal Services of Philadelphia

William DiMascio, Executive Director, The Pennsylvania Prison Society

W. Wilson Goode, Sr., Director of Faith-Based Initiatives, Public/Private Ventures

Ellen Greenlee, Chief Defender, Defender Association of Philadelphia

Press Grooms I, Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Philadelphia Prison System

Julia Hall, Professor of Criminology & Criminal Justice, Drexel University

Michael Harris, Deputy Director, Philadelphia Anti-Drug/Anti-Violence Network

Frankie Heyward, Commanding Officer, Community Affairs Division Philadelphia Police Dept.

Amy Hirsch, Supervising Attorney, Community Legal Services of Philadelphia

Sylvester Johnson, Police Commissioner, Philadelphia Police Department

Ernest Jones, President, Philadelphia Workforce Development Corporation

Ray Jones, Director, Fathers at Work, IMPACT Services

John F.X. Lieb, Prison Program Director, Jewish Employment and Vocational Services

John MacDonald, President & CEO, IMPACT Services

Fredericka Massiah-Jackson, President Judge, Court of Common Pleas

Robert Malvestuto, Co-Chief Probation Officer, Adult Probation & Parole Department

Sharmain Matlock-Turner, President, Greater Philadelphia Urban Affairs Coalition

Rick McKinney, Executive Director, REST Philly

Naomi Post, President & CEO (Fmr.), Philadelphia Safe & Sound

Barry Savitz, Assistant Health Commissioner, Philadelphia Behavioral Health System

Thomas Sims, Executive Director, People United Together

Frank Snyder, Co-Chief Probation Officer, Adult Probation & Parole Department

Boyd Taggart, Director, First Judicial District Information Center

Joanna Flanders Thomas, VP, Leadership & Training Development, Philadelphia Leadership Foundation

Julian Thomas, Director of Program Development, Crossroads Prison Ministry

Gerald Wright, Community Services Director, Greater Philadelphia Urban Affairs Coalition
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