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“Partners in Humanity” Created to Promote Rapport between U.S. and Islamic World via Practical Cooperation

Washington - Convened by HRH Prince Hassan bin Tallal, sixty leaders of non-governmental and international organizations and government agencies – all active promoters of Islamic-Western understanding – met July 26-29 in Amman, Jordan to develop an action plan to improve dialogue and practical cooperation between the Muslim world and the United States.  The global effort to strengthen U.S. – Islamic relationships, based on mutual respect and joint actions, will be known as Partners in Humanity.  The assemblage was co-convened by Search for Common Ground, a Washington-based international conflict-resolution organization.

Participants from Egypt, Indonesia, India, Iran, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Morocco, and Palestine were drawn from the fields of media, economic development and humanitarian assistance, higher education, and cross-cultural dialogue.  Deliberations centered on developing vehicles for practical cooperation among American and Muslim-world professionals in these fields. 

At the opening session, Prince Hassan set an urgent, action-oriented tone:  “Those who promote hatred are energetic and organized.  We can be more energetic and more organized than that enemy.  We must become more proactive, may I say aggressive, about moderation.  We must enhance what is universal and cultivate respect for our differences.”

While issues of U.S. policy toward the Muslim world and other factors were acknowledged as aggravating Islamic-American divisions, they were discussed only to the extent that participants felt they were in a position to influence them.  Their central focus was, “What can the people in this room do to make a difference?”
Participants spent one day exploring the obstacles and opportunities for Islamic-American cooperation in each of the fields represented.  For the remainder of the meeting they met as working groups to generate cooperative action plans.

Among their action plans:

· Create a listserv- and web-based Partners in Humanity (PiH) News Service to commission, select, and disseminate for syndication articles and commentaries that provide constructive perspectives and dialogue between the U.S. and the Muslim world. 

· Produce short  films – to be aired, in the U.S. and in Muslim countries, between programs on local TV stations, at film festivals, in classrooms, etc. – that humanize “the other” and demonstrate both the diversity and the commonality between Islamic and Western values and tastes. 

· Bring together heads of American universities with Islamic studies programs and their counterparts in Muslim countries who are developing American studies programs.

· Engage Muslim and Christian faith-based development agencies in analyzing and documenting their experiences, positive and negative, in Kosovo, Bosnia, Iraq, and elsewhere.  

The office of Prince Hassan and Search for Common Ground have undertaken to assist in finding sources of funding for the implementation of as many of these projects as possible.  Search for Common Ground staff in Washington, the Middle East, Morocco, and Indonesia will coordinate and support the activities of Partners in Humanity.

A full report of the meeting and its recommendations can be found at www.sfcg.org.

