[image: image1.jpg]Search
ommon
G ground




       


October 2002






Further information & review videos:

For Immediate Release




Gil Kulick, 202/777-2227









gkulick@sfcg.org, www.sfcg.org
Second Annual Common Ground Film Festival Coming to DC

Week-long event at Visions Cinema features 21 films from around the world promoting quest for common ground, including student-film contest winners.

Acclaimed actor/director Edward Norton chairs festival advisory group.

Washington, DC –The second film festival on the theme of cinema and video as media for reconciliation and conflict transformation will take place and Visions Cinema Bistro Lounge in Washington, DC, on November 1-7, 2002. The 21 films emphasize the common humanity shared by people in conflict and reveal why they feel, think, and act as they do.  While not ignoring the differences that divide people, the films highlight the commonalities among them.  The festival aims to recognize the achievements of socially conscious filmmakers, to strengthen the influence of film and video in transforming conflict, and to move audiences beyond viewing to engagement and dialogue. The festival is being presented by Search for Common Ground, an international non-governmental organization with projects around the world that promote peaceful and cooperative approaches to conflict resolution. 

The festival opens on Friday, November 1, with the showing of “Questioning Faith,” which documents the struggle of a young gay seminarian to hang onto his faith in the face of the death of a classmate from AIDS. He learns that whatever we believe, life calls us to be there for each other, affirming life in the face of tragedy. The Hollywood Reporter called the film “a spiritual journey that is both compelling and provocative.”  After debuting on Cinemax last June, this is the film’s first theatrical showing in the Washington area. The documentary’s director will be on hand to talk about his experiences and insights gained in making the film. 

The festival continues at Visions throughout the week, featuring films from or about India, former Yugoslavia, Israel, Palestine, Vietnam, and Sierra Leone, among others. The winning films from the first Common Ground student film competition will also be featured.  Many of the film showings will be followed by discussions with the filmmakers themselves.

Other Festival films include:

· “War and Peace,” an epic documentary journey of peace activism in the shadow of threats of nuclear war between India and Pakistan, culminating with the September 11 attacks on the U.S.  The film was banned in India.

· “Arab and Jew: Return to the Promised Land,” examines the power of stories to shape not only historical memory, but the future as well.  Produced by David Shipler, drawing upon the 2002 update of his 1987 Pulitzer Prize-winning book.

· “Facing the Enemy,” the story of a 17-year journey by the daughter of a British member of parliament to confront and reconcile with the IRA bomber who killed her father.
· September 11th Commemoration, featuring “Exhibit 13,” a haunting film created by the Blue Man Group, using paper debris that fell from the Twin Towers and was carried by the wind to Brooklyn; 

· On the closing night, “Family Across the Sea” and “Language You Cry In” demonstrate how African Americans kept cultural ties with their homeland over centuries of oppression through their speech, songs, and customs.”  Featuring live music and storytelling from Sierra Leone.

A full list and synopses of the films is attached.

2002 Common Ground Film Festival

Schedule and Film Synopses

Visions Cinema Bistro Lounge, 1927 Florida Avenue, NW, Washington, DC

Friday, November 1st, 

7:00 pm - Questioning Faith, Directed by Macky Alston, A River Films/Mixed Greens Production, USA

9:30 pm - (2002, 84 minutes) Documents the struggle of a young gay seminarian to hang onto his faith after the death of a classmate from AIDS. He learns that whatever we believe, life calls us all to be there for each other, and affirm life in the face of tragedy.  

Saturday, November 2nd 

1:00 pm - War and Peace (India), Directed and Produced by Anand Patwardhan, First Run/Icarus Films, 9:30 pm   India (2002, 148 min.) An epic documentary journey of peace activism in the shadow of 

   threats of nuclear war between India and Pakistan, culminating with the September 11 attacks

   on the U.S.  The film was banned in India.

4:30 pm - Blacks and Jews, Written, Directed, and Produced by Alan Snitow, Deborah Kaufman, and 7:00 pm   Bari Scott Snitow/Kaufman Productions (1997, 85 min.)  A deeply felt exploration of relations

   between old allies and new adversaries that challenges complacency on all sides.
  Dottie: The Little Girl with the Big Voice, Written and Directed by Dawn Westlake, Ron 

  de Caña Production (2002, 11 min.) Using humor and thought-provoking circumstances,

  Dottie’s story encourages children to speak up for what they believe in, and reminds each of us

  that we can make a difference in our world when we reach out with caring and tolerance.

Sunday, November 3rd

September 11th Commemoration

1:00 pm - Faith and Doubt at Ground Zero, Directed and Produced by Helen Whitney (2002, 115 min.)

9:00 pm  Explores how the spiritual lives of both believers and nonbelievers have been challenged in the

 aftermath of September 11 by difficult questions of good and evil, God’s culpability, and the  potential for darkness within religion itself.

Exhibit 13, Blue Man Group (Matt Goldman, Phil Stanton, and Chris Wink) (2002, 5 min.)  Created by Blue Man Group in the months following the attack on the World Trade Center, it uses actual paper debris that fell from the Twin Towers and was carried by wind to Brooklyn. 
4:00 pm - Arab and Jew: Return to the Promised Land, Directed and Produced by Robert Gardner;

6:00 pm   Executive Producer, Writer, and Narrator: David Shipler (2002, 57 min.)  About two sets of

stories that refuse to make space for each other, this is a film for audiences who are willing to hear what people on both sides of a passionately felt issue believe. The ultimate power of the film comes from the ways in which it measures attitudes towards the two narratives across time.

Monday, November 4th
5:00 pm - Arab and Jew: Return to the Promised Land
7:00 pm - Facing the Enemy, Directed by Paul McGuigan, About Face Media Production for BBC

Everyman and BBC Northern Ireland (2001, 66 min.)  The story of a 17-year journey by the daughter of a British MP to confront and reconcile with the IRA bomber who killed her father.

Picture me an Enemy, Directed by Nathalie Applewhite, Produced by Nathalie Applewhite and Rene Lego, Vis à Vis Productions (2002, 30 min.)  With candid and revealing perspectives, Natasa, from Croatia, and Tahija, from Bosnia reach beyond their national identities to address universal questions of conflict, hate, and forgiveness

9:15 pm - The Sound of the Violin in My Lai, Directed and Produced by Tran Van Thuy, The My Lai

Peace Park Project, Vietnam, (1998, 32 min) This is the story of what happened at My Lai, the rescue of Vietnamese by American helicopter pilots, and the reunion of former enemies thirty years later.  

Kontum Dairy: The Journey Home, Directed and Assoc. Produced by Paul Reed, Produced by

Stephen Smith, Phil Sturholm (1996, 57 min.)  The story of Paul Reed’s visit to Vietnam to return a diary he found on a battlefield to its owner, and of Reed’s successful efforts to bring Nguyen Van Nghia back to the U.S. for an operation.

Tuesday, November 5th
5:00 pm - Arab and Jew: Return to the Promised Land

7:00 pm - Common Ground Student Short Film Competition
First-Prize Winner

Dance Can Do All That, Directed by Tania Trepanier (2002, 25min.)  This is a story about dance and its power to heal and help create a sense of home, and how it can bridge peoples and communities.
First Honorable Mention

Transparency, Directed by Osama Al-Zain (2002, 30 min.)  A documentary about the personal experiences of three Muslim women with the issue of Hijab, the women’s dress code in Islam.
Second Honorable Mention

Namuamitabul Christmas, Directed by Kwan-Ho Park, Korea, (2002, 15 min.)  The film looks at religious tolerance though the eyes of two innocent children from different faiths.  
9:15 pm - Compromise: a Palestinian-Israeli Romeo & Juliet, Directed by Anat Even, Produced by

Anat Even, Uri Steinmetz, and the Jerusalem Khan Theater, Israel (2002, 54 min.)  In the first-ever Israeli/ Palestinian theatrical venture, two groups of actors join forces in a determined effort to overcome the conflicts of their competing cultures.
         
Living in Conflict: Voices from Israel and Palestine, Directed by Mikayla Mickelberg and

Etienne Kallos, Chroma Productions, Israel/Palestine (2002, 64 min) Israelis and Palestinians explore the complex nature of their existence on opposite sides of the Middle East conflict using art, science, music or poetry as a way of surviving in conflict.

Wednesday, November 6th
5:00 pm - Arab and Jew: Return to the Promised Land

7:00 pm - Stranger with a Camera, Directed and Produced by Elizabeth Barret, Appalshop Films and

KET, the Kentucky Network USA (2000, 62min.)  The tragic event about which the film is centered raises troubling questions about responsibility and exploitation by filmmakers of their subjects. A moving film about a people and place often misunderstood by the outside world. 

The film will be followed by panel discussion about the impact of the media on conflict.

9:15 pm - All Hell Broke Loose, Directed by Amir Feldman, Produced by Amit Breuer, Amythos Films,

Israel (1995, 45min.)  A year after a car bomb blew up in northern Israel, survivors and victims’ family members are still dealing with physical and emotional pain.  Jewish and Israeli Arab children who survived the bombing talk about their fears and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Wailing Walls, Directed by Tor Ben-Mayor, Written by Yehuda Litani, Set productions/ Amythos Films, Israel.  Part I from the Series “Cycles of Enmity.”  (2002, 49min.)  An Israeli director and writer seek insights into the Israeli-Palestinian struggle by observing the conflict in Northern Ireland, which seems to be ending, while the Middle East conflict rages on.
Thursday, November 7th, Closing Night

7:00 pm - Family Across the Sea, Directed by Tim Carrier, South Carolina Television (1991, 56min.) 

The film traces the remarkable connections between the Gullah people of South Carolina’s Sea Islands and the people of Sierra Leone and examines the development of the two cultures over the course of time through language, culture, folkways, and music common to both sides.

9:00 pm - The Language You Cry In, Directed and Produced by Alvar Toepke and Angel Serrano

(1998, 52 min.) This is a story of how the memory of a family was pieced together through a song with legendary powers to connect those who sang it with their roots.  Resonates with echoes of Alex Haley’s Roots.
A celebration of the culture of Sierra Leone with live music and storyteller will take place in the Lounge throughout the evening.
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