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Burundi Radio Studio Programs Now Accessible to Diaspora on Web

Washington, DC – Studio Ijambo, the cutting-edge conflict-resolution radio programme producer in Burundi, is reaching out to the Burundi diaspora community with a web site featuring a selection of its radio shows. 

The web site, www.studioijambo.org, will offer five weekly programs in streaming audio, in RealMedia and WinMedia formats. The programs will be added to the web site soon after their on-air broadcast in Burundi. The programs, in Burundi's national language, Kirundi, as well as French, deal with current events and processes related to Burundi's transitional period. The programmes include the popular current affairs magazine programme Amasanganzira (Crossroads), with its French-language version Express to be added soon. Burundians will also be able to listen to the inspiring "Heroes" programmes (Inkingi y'ubuntu), which profiles stories of people from one ethnic group who saved the lives of those from another ethnic group during the violence. An investigative human rights programme and a 'vox pops' programme featuring the opinions of ordinary Burundians will complete the line-up of programmes on the site. More programs may be added later if there is sufficient demand.

Studio Ijambo is a project of Search for Common Ground and the European Centre for Common Ground, two nongovernmental organizations working together to change the way the world deals with conflict, from confrontation to cooperation. The studio, based in Bujumbura, was established in 1995 in response to the "hate radio" that had been used to stoke the conflict between the Hutu and Tutsi ethnic groups in neighboring Rwanda.  Currently producing 28 radio programmes per week, broadcast on both private and state radio stations, Studio Ijambo has been credited with helping open a dialogue and reducing tensions. The studio is operated almost exclusively by Burundian nationals.

An initial streaming-media presence was inaugurated on the Search for Common Ground web site in early 2001, but contained only a few brief samples of programs.  This revision of the site now makes it possible for Burundians outside of Burundi to hear some of the same full-length programs as those inside the country. This initiative will coincide with other efforts by Studio Ijambo to open up a dialogue between Burundians in Burundi and those outside its borders, around the issue of repatriation and national reconciliation.

"Given the tremendous popularity of Studio Ijambo's programming within Burundi, we have been working for some time to find a way to make this programming easily accessible to the many Burundian outside the country, in Europe, North America, and elsewhere in Africa," said John Marks, President of Search for Common Ground.  "We believe this innovation will greatly enhance the Studio's contribution to healing and reconciliation on Burundi."

The new Studio Ijambo site is also part of general expansion plans by the two parent organizations to use streaming media to reach out to diaspora communities.  Another Common Ground radio studio, Talking Drum Studio of Sierra Leone, plans to debut a similar web site in February or March.  

Visitors to the site will also be able to get more information about the rest of the organizations' Burundi program on the main web site, www.sfcg.org.

The site requires the user to have Realmedia Player or Winmedia Player, both of which are in common use and available for free download. For more information, please contact the director of Studio Ijambo, Lena Slachmuijlder, at lena@speednets.com.
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